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Amplifying Public Value:
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The Project

ARC Linkage (LP160100205) with partners the Cooperative Research Centres
Association and The Conversation

Contribute to the official impact agenda

Investigating alternate indicators for engagement and impact
Building a picture of different types of scholars

To stimulate the value of public communication by academics, and

Contribute to its better measurement by developing an experimental dashboard of
iIndicators which combine inputs from social media like Twitter, universities’
research output repositories, and other data aggregator sites like Altmetric.
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The Impact Agenda

RAE, REF (UK), RQF, ERA, EIA (Australia)
Traditional measures of impact:
Citation rates
Competitive grants income
Industry partnerships
Negative consequences:
Reduction of research activities to those with countable metrics
Focus on established rather than emerging fields

Staff poaching to bolster institutional impact
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Rethinking Impact

There is a need to recognise other forms of impact

Altmetrics:

Not all forms of citation and dissemination are covered by citation counts
For example, eprint and preprint access and citation.
Circulation through social networking platforms
Public value of research:
Impact beyond academic and industry circles
Visibility of scholars in public debate
Media take-up of research and public presence of scholars
Social and societal impact of scholarly research

Take-up in public policy making at all levels of government
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Public Value

. Scholars have a duty to engage in public debate as
public intellectuals

Institutions should encourage and recognise such
engagement

- This should include amplifier platforms and social media
where possible.
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Amplifier Platforms



Amplifier Platforms

Loosely, any outlet that facilitates research-based
knowledge being disseminated to the public

.- Specialist platforms that have arisen in response to
different stages of media.
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18t Stage

Main media:
Very limited space and time

Professional journalists/editors control access and produce
the output, using input from researchers

researchers don’t have access to the final product and
there are often editorial decisions made where the final

oroduct is subject to space, higher level decisions, editorial
INne, dumbing down

Loss of specialist science journalists/editors
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2hd Stage

Disintermediation via web 1 (including blogging) and web 2
(social media)

Researchers could blog, and many Australians used the
affordances of social media web 1 and web 2 with impact
eg John Quiggin, Mark Bahnisch

However DIY on social media is difficult;: doing it all yourself,
balancing your day job with the demands of public
communication, and ‘platformisation’ of the online space
means that you need strong branding to cut through in a
massively crowded space
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3 Stage

- Specialist amplifier platforms emerged:
Examples:

- The Conversation

- Medium

- Analysis & Policy Observatory

- Scimex (AusSMCO)

Jniversity blogs

—ureka Alert
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THE CONVERSATION

Arts + Culture Business + Economy Cities Education Environment+ Energy FactCheck Health + Medicine Politics + Society Science + Technology

@ Follow Topics  FactCheck Q%A  Curious Kids ~ New Zealand stories  Podcast  Heaith Check Commonwealth Games 2018

As Melbourne University
staff strike over academic
freedom, it’s time to take
the issue seriously

B Explainer: what the High
Court decision on Katy
Gallagher is about and
why it matters

Donald Trump backs out of Iran nuclear deal:
now what?

Simon Mabon, Lancaster University
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NEWSFEED

FIND AN EXPERT

MULTIMEDIA HUB

EVENTS CALENDAR USING SCIMEX

A US study found many Airbnb venues are ill-equipped to handle fires, with only half fitted with carbon m__.

Latest News

Filter news by

US Nobel dominance declining

Publicly released: Wed 9 May 2018 at 0901 AEST | 1101 NZST
Royal Society Open Science

US scientists have dominated the Nobel Prizes for decades but a German study shows that their rate

of awards per capita is on a downward trend. Taking into account science productivity and population,

the study suggests the UK could be set to lead Read more

9 International Goethe University Frankfurt, Germany

HPV vaccine safe, effective - review

Publicly released: Wed 9 May 2018 at 0901 AEST | 1101 NZST
Cochrane Library

A Cochrane review assessing 26 studies across 73. 000 women shows that the HPV vaccine
effectively protects young women against cervical lesions. particularly when given between the ages
of 15 and 26. The review also found the vaccine did not appear Read more
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Male tropical songbird can't take the heat

Publicly released: Wed 9 May 2018 at 0901 AEST | 1101 NZST
Proceedings of the Royal Society B

Male Rufous-and-White Wrens, a native of Costa Rica, aren't coping too well when the dry and early
wet seasons are hotter than average, say international scientists including an Aussie. They say that
when compared to the females of the species. the Read more

9 Australia; International; QLD The University of Queensland
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Different Types of Amplifiers

Some platforms are disintermediated
Eg Medium
So this has a bigger reach

Some platforms are reintermediated

Eg The Conversation
Some are curated or moderated

Eg Analysis & Policy Observatory (APO)
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Amplitier of amplifiers

. This 3 stage is recursive and main media is still an
amplifier of research.

. Social media shares of Conversation articles can make
Facebook an “amplifier of amplifiers”

- The CC licensed model of The Conversation means
stories are republished in mainstream media outlets.

el Digital Media
Research Centre @q utdmrc




Research Activities



What are we doing?

Collecting social media and other data (like The Conversation
metrics) to show how scholarly inputs are contributing to national
public debates.

The research is informed by surveys of The Conversation readers
and authors from the Australian and international editions

We are conducting interviews with scholar and communications
professionals on their use (or not) of amplifier platforms and
different media for communicating research-based knowledge to
the public

Considering the role of Open Access scholarship and open
licensing in the context of public communication.
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Developing a Typology
of Scholarly Personae



Next Steps

The development of a typology of scholarly personae (Marshall, 2015)
through interviews and case studies.

Mapping activities

What research translation activities do you engage in”?

Why"? Why not?

How important is the public communication of research to your CRC?
Or to your university?

What Is the value of these types of activities to the business arms of
CRCs or to publicly-funded research organisations?
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What can | do?

- Get in touch with your younger colleagues and let them
know we need their stories.

If you are an early career researcher and want to talk
about impact and how you engage in public
communication activities visit us in Room 102 down the
hall on Level 7, or e-malil kim.osman@qut.edu.au - we
want to talk to you.




Thank you

For further information on the project, or to be involved contact

Kim.osman@aqut.edu.au



