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cancer treatment guidelines 



What are clinical practice guidelines? 

• Recommendations on the prevention, diagnosis 

treatment of cancer 

• Content is based on a systematic review of clinical 

evidence - the main source for evidence-based 

care. 

Until now, these guidelines have taken the form of 

printed documents. 



Problems of written guidelines 

• Out of date before ink dries because of new 
evidence constantly being published 
 

• Searching the literature is expensive and time 
consuming 
 

• Wide stakeholder consultation is important but adds 
to the delay 



Research output 



A wiki for Cancer Guidelines 
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The wiki way of doing guidelines 

2) Develop clinical questions 

3) Develop search strategy, search the literature & feed into wiki 

4) Critically appraise and summarise the literature on the wiki  

5) Assess body of evidence, formulate recommendations, write content 

6) “Wiki-fication” of content 
& dissemination 

 

1) Establish WP party and guideline objectives 



A wiki guideline 

http://wiki.cancer.org.au/australia/Guidelines:Endometrial_cancer/Treatment/Early_stage




The wiki way: Offering transparency 

• Each guideline content page lists a series of 

appendices to provide transparency about 

recommendation grading and body of evidence 

• User can also access pending evidence that hasn’t 

yet been incorporated  

 



The wiki way: Engaging users 



Our first wiki guideline 

• 22 volunteer authors to answer 67 clinical questions 

• Literature search: 26307 results (24238 irrelevant) 

• 2035 articles forwarded, 517 further articles added 

• 1,215 articles excluded by authors, 828 included  

• Internal review: 156 comments in nine weeks 

• Public consultation: 1055 visitors (487 visitors 

through our email campaign = 4.62 pages/visit; 6:30 

minutes) 

• 38 public comments => 31 content edits  

 



Web analytics: How people navigate 
the site 



Future ahead: Focus on interlinking 

• Link to a clinical trials databases so that an 

investigator could see what practice is, what new 

papers there are and what trials are ongoing and 

identify the gaps as to plan the next trial 

• Link to detailed treatment guidelines (EviQ) 

• Add educational tools (e.g. Q-stream) 

 



The wiki as a tool to facilitate collaboration 
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